Introduction to Ethics
A course that fulfills this requirement will assure that students consider the importance and significance of what it means to be human. In this class, students will work to: 1) consider ways that humans have come to understand the meaning of existence 2) evaluate the philosophical or spiritual implications of human actions and policies 3) develop an understanding of their ethical values Learning Outcomes:
1. students will understand the major ethical theories from antiquity to the present (e.g. virtue theory, divine command theory, deontology, utilitarianism, egoism, feminist ethics, etc.) 2. students will be able to apply various ethical theories to a number of contemporary moral issues 3. students will see the complexity of moral issues and will think more carefully about them 4. students will develop a tolerance for doubt, diversity and uncertainty
Learning Strategies
In order to fulfill the learning outcomes of PRE 111, various learning strategies will be used. Strategies include but are not limited to the following: lectures by the instructor, small group discussions, video clips on You Tube, guest speakers (ministers, philosophers, social workers, government and law enforcement officials, etc).
Learning Assessment:
Attendance, Participation & Attentiveness (APA): Attendance is mandatory. The material we'll cover in class may not be found in the readings. Participation is expected. Learning to express your ideas orally is a huge part of a college education; it also makes class discussions more interesting. Attentiveness is also expected. You may use laptop computers for class notes only. If you use a laptop for the Internet, email or video games, you will lose the privilege of using a laptop for the rest of the semester. Finally, if you are disruptive in class (talking while the instructor is talking, sleeping, texting, or flirting), you'll be asked to leave for the remainder of the class. APA will account for 40% your grade.
Ethics Journal: You will write a one-page journal entry for each work of fiction that we study. 
What to Expect in Class:
Expect to be challenged. This class will challenge your most deeply held convictions. Get used to it. You won't grow as a human being unless you wrestle with points of view-religious, political, and ethical-in opposition to your own.
Expect to read and write. This isn't a "coasting" course. You must do the readings and come to class ready to discuss them. This will be a boring class if I'm the only one up here talking.
Expect to pay attention in class. Don't talk while the instructor is talking. Don't talk while a colleague is talking. Raise your hand if you have a question and wait until you're called on to speak.
Expect to be in class until at least 10:00A M.
If you arrive to class late, don't ask the person next to you what you've missed. Wait until the break or after class to ask this and related questions.
Expect the instructor to teach the class. Don't think you can teach the class. Many students enroll in the courses offered at Doane College. Expect to hear from all of those students.
Expect to keep all books, notebooks and pencils on your desk until class is over. Don't put them away early. Don't do anything that suggests class is over when it isn't; doing so will trigger the "off" switch and students will stop paying attention.
Expect to listen to the instructor and the guest speakers. Without listening, we can't access the diverse lives, experiences and beliefs of those who share this planet with us.
Expect to turn your cell phone off at the beginning of class-and keep it off. 
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